
Jose Cabot & Tjitte de Vries 207 Bull. B. O. C. 2003 1 23(3)

Voous, K.H. & de Vries, Tj. 1978. Systematic place and geographic history of the Galapagos Hawk,

Buteo galapagoensis. Le Gerfaut 68: 245-252.

Welty, J.C. 1982. The life of birds. Saunders College Publ., Philadelphia.

Woods, R.W. 1988. Guide to birds of the Falkland Islands. Anthony Nelson Ltd, Oswestry, Shrosphire.

Addresses: J. Cabot. Estacion Biologica de Donana. Avda. Ma
Luisa s/n. 41013, Sevilla. Espana. email:

cabot@ebd.csic.es. Tj. de Vries. Dpt. Biologia. Pontificia Univ. Catolica del Ecuador. Apartado 17-

01-2184, Quito, Ecuador, email: tdevries@puce.edu.ec

© British Ornithologists' Club 2003

The correct publication date of Aplonis corvina
(Kittlitz, 1833)

by Julian P. Hume&Alan Peterson

Received 30 September 2002

The recent paper by Hume (2002) contains both an error and confusion regarding

the publication details of the nameAplonis corvina. The error is that the name should

have been written as Aplonis corvina (Kittlitz, 1833), because the species was

originally described by Kittlitz as Lampothornis corvina. The confusion relates to

the dating: Hume(2002) followed Amadon (1962) in giving the date of publication

as 1833, but then referenced the relevant work (the second part of Kittlitz's

Kupfertafeln zur Naturgeschichte der Vogel - hereafter Kupfer. Nat. Vog.) as 1832, a

date that has also been used by some authors.

The Rothschild Library at The Natural History Museum, Tring, has a bound

copy of the three published parts (= Hefts) of Kupfer. Nat. Vog., each preceded by its

original title page. The title page of the first part is dated 1 832, whereas the second

and third parts are both dated 1833. The correct publication date fox Aplonis corvina

and other taxa described in the second part is thus 1833. In its entirety, Kupfer. Nat.

Vog. should be referenced as Kittlitz (1832-33).

A further potential source of confusion, avoided by Hume (2002) but for

completeness worth mentioning here, is that Kittlitz (1835) also published a more

detailed description and illustration of A. corvina in volume 2 of the Memoirs of the

Academy of Imperial Sciences, St. Petersburg, the title page of which is imprinted

23 November 1831. However, this "1831" paper in fact was not published until

1835 (imprinted title page of the memoirs) and so does not constitute the type

description, despite being referenced by Kittlitz (1833) and clearly intended by him
to appear first.

For information concerning the nomenclature of A. corvina and other

nomenclatural matters, the following website, set up by A. Peterson, is available

online: http://www.zoonomen.net/
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